THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

defence. Help is pleasant when it is given through
generosity and honest motives. As I see it, it was not
generous, since we paid for the goods received with hard
money and with our own splendid generosity. The
Russians were not attracted by the nobility of the Cause
which the Spanish people were defending, since they were
simply trying to impose their own political system, with
the serious risk of betraying the Syndicalists, who re-
presented the chief, the indispensable, forces to be used in
the reconstruction of a Spain in ruins.

The Republican Army had bad leaders whose authority
imposed Foreign political influences which led it to defeat.
When leadership is lacking in so important an organisation,
it is difficult for a foreign power, which calls itself friendly,
to try to raise it up, even if it is in its own interest. Never-
theless when in a counter-offensive the Republican forces
of Catalonia occupied an important bridge-head to the
South of the Ebro Line, all the tacticians in Spain thought
they could see in it a starting point for the French Army.
And when the Nationalists began their offensive to
recapture it, it seemed that this effort came not so much
from fear that the republican forces would begin a whole
offensive of re-conquest, as from the possibility that
France would decide to intervene at last, and make it
impossible that, with the Ballearics and the Eastern
Pyrenees lost, she would be cut off from her Colonial
Empire, and that overnight France would find herself
with, as it were, her hands and feet amputated in such a
way that international balance would be disturbed. For
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